《Scofield Reference Notes – 2 Corinthians》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of 2 Corinthians 

WRITER: The Apostle Paul 

DATE: A.D. 60; probably from Philippi, after the events of Acts 19:23-20:1-3 . 

THEME: The Epistle discloses the touching state of the great apostle at this time. It was one of physical weakness, weariness, and pain. But his spiritual burdens were greater. These were two kinds--solicitude for the maintenance of the churches in grace as against the law-teachers, and anguish of heart over the distrust felt toward him by Jews and Jewish Christians. The chilling doctrines of the legalizers were accompanied by detraction, and by denial of his apostleship. 

It is evident that the really dangerous sect in Corinth was that which said, "and I of Christ" ( 1 Corinthians 1:12 ). They rejected the new revelation through Paul of the doctrines of grace; grounding themselves, probably, on the kingdom teachings of our Lord as "a minister of circumcision" ( Romans 15:8 ); seemingly oblivious that a new dispensation had been introduced by Christ's death. This made necessary a defence of the origin and extent of Paul's apostolic authority. 

The Epistle is in three parts: 

1. Paul's principles of action, 1:1-7-16. 

2. The collection for the poor saints at Jerusalem, 8:1-9:15. 

3. Paul's defence of his apostolic authority, 10:1-13:14. 

01 Chapter 1 
1:4  Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 

comforteth 

encourages; and so also where "comfort," etc., occurs in following verses. 

1:6  And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 

salvation 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

1:12  For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward. 

grace 

Grace (imparted). vs. 2 Corinthians 4:15 ; Romans 6:1 ; 2 Peter 3:18 . 

1:14  As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

day of 

(See Scofield "1 Corinthians 1:8") . 

02 Chapter 2 
2:15  For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: 

saved 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

03 Chapter 3 
3:3  Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 

tables of 

i.e. the ten commandments. 

3:6  Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

for the letter killeth 

(See Scofield "Romans 7:6") . 

3:9  For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 

righteousness 

(See Scofield "Romans 3:21") . 

3:14  But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 

vail 

Omit the word italicized "vail". 

3:18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Lord Jehovah. 

Exodus 34:34 . 

changed into transformed. The same Greek word is rendered "transfigured" in Matthew 17:2 ; Mark 9:2 . 

04 Chapter 4 
4:10  Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 

dying 

Lit. putting to death, i.e. crucifixion. 11 1 Corinthians 15:31 . 

4:15  For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 

abundant grace 

Grace (imparted). 2 Corinthians 6:1-3 ; Romans 6:1 ; 2 Peter 3:18 . 

05 Chapter 5 

5:9  Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. 

labour 

(Greek - ajbarhv ). 

5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

For we must all appear 

The judgment of the believer's works, not sins, is in question here. These have been atoned for, and are "remembered no more forever" Hebrews 10:17 but every work must come into judgment, ; Matthew 12:36 ; Romans 14:10 ; Galatians 6:7 ; Ephesians 6:8 ; Colossians 3:24 Colossians 3:25 . The result is "reward" or "loss" (of the reward), "but he himself shall be saved" 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 . 

This judgment occurs at the return of Christ Matthew 16:27 ; Luke 14:14 ; 1 Corinthians 4:5 ; 2 Timothy 4:8 ; Revelation 22:12 . 

See other judgments: 

(See Scofield "John 12:31") See Scofield " 1 Corinthians 11:31 " See Scofield " Matthew 25:32 " See Scofield " Ezekiel 20:37 " See Scofield " Jude 1:6 " See Scofield " Revelation 20:12 " 

5:19  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

world kosmos = mankind. (See Scofield "Matthew 4:8") . 

tresspasses Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

sin Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

righteous Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 5:21") . 

06 Chapter 6 

6:2  (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) 

salvation 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

6:7  By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 

righteousness 

(See Scofield "1 John 3:7") . 

6:14  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

righteousness (See Scofield "Romans 10:10") . 

unrighteousness Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

6:16  And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

temple 

(Greek - naov ," the sanctuary itself). 

6:17  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 

come out from among them 

Separation, Summary: 

(1) Separation in Scripture is twofold: "from" whatever is contrary to the mind of God; and "unto" God Himself. The underlying principle is that in a moral universe it is impossible for God to fully bless and use His children who are in compromise or complicity with evil. The unequal yoke is anything which unites a child of God and an unbeliever in a common purpose Deuteronomy 22:10 . 

(2) Separation from evil implies (a) separation in desire, motive, and act, from the world, in the ethically bad sense of this present world-system. (See Scofield "Revelation 13:8") and (b) separation from believers, especially false teachers, who are "vessels unto dishonour" 2 Timothy 2:20 2 Timothy 2:21 ; 2 John 1:9-11 . 

(3) Separation is not from contact with evil in the world or the church, but from complicity with and conformity to John 17:15 ; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 ; Galatians 6:1 . 

(4) The reward of separation is the full manifestation of the divine fatherhood 2 Corinthians 6:17 2 Corinthians 6:18 unhindered communion and worship Hebrews 13:13-15 and fruitful service 2 Timothy 2:21 as world-conformity involves the loss of these, though not of salvation. Here, as in all else, Christ is the model. He was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners" Hebrews 7:26 and yet in such contact with them for their salvation that the Pharisees, who illustrate the mechanical and ascetic conception of separation (See Scofield "Matthew 3:7") , judged Him as having lost His Nazarite character. Luke 7:39 Cf ; 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 ; 10:27 . 

07 Chapter 7 

7:1  Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

perfecting 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

7:6  Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 

comforteth 

encourageth; so in 2 Corinthians 7:7 . 

7:10  For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 

salvation (See Scofield "Romans 1:16") 

world kosmos = world-system. Galatians 6:14 ; John 7:7 . (See Scofield "Revelation 13:8") . 

08 Chapter 8 

8:1  Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 

Moreover 

In 2Cor. 8., 9., the apostle sums up the Christian doctrine of giving. It may be thus summarized: 

(1) It is a "grace," i.e. a disposition created by the Spirit 2 Corinthians 8:7 

(2) In contrast with the law, which imposed giving as a divine requirement, Christian giving is voluntary, and a test of sincerity and love 2 Corinthians 8:8-12 ; 2 Corinthians 9:1 2 Corinthians 9:2 2 Corinthians 9:5 2 Corinthians 9:7 

(3) The privilege is universal, belonging, according to ability, to rich and poor 2 Corinthians 8:1-3 2 Corinthians 8:12-15 ; 1 Corinthians 16:1 1 Corinthians 16:2 . 

(4) Giving is to be proportioned to income 2 Corinthians 8:12-14 ; 1 Corinthians 16:2 . The O.T. proportion was the tithe, a proportion which antedates the law Genesis 14:20 . 

(5) The rewards of Christian giving are (a) joy 2 Corinthians 8:2 (b) increased ability to give in proportion to that which has been already given 2 Corinthians 9:7-11 (c) increased thankfulness to God 2 Corinthians 9:12 (d) God and the Gospel glorified 2 Corinthians 9:13 2 Corinthians 9:14 

8:12  For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. 

willing 

See 2 Corinthians 8:10-12, (See Scofield "2 Corinthians 8:1") . 

09 Chapter 9 

9:7  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

cheerful 

(Greek - naov ). 

9:9  (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 

righteousness 

2 Corinthians 9:9 2 Corinthians 9:10 . (See Scofield "1 John 3:7") . 

10 Chapter 10 

11 Chapter 11 

11:6  But though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we have been throughly made manifest among you in all things. 

rude 

a simple person in speech. 

11:7  Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely? 

offence 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

11:15  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 

righteousness 

(See Scofield "1 John 3:7") . 

12 Chapter 12 

12:2  I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 

third heaven 

First heaven, of clouds; second, of stars; third, God's abode. 

12:4  How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

paradise 

See note on hades, (See Scofield "Luke 16:23") . 

12:7  And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 

thorn 

It has been conjectured that Paul's "thorn in the flesh" was chronic ophthalmia, inducing bodily weakness, and a repulsive appearance Galatians 4:15 ; 1 Corinthians 2:3 1 Corinthians 2:4 ; 2 Corinthians 10:10 . This cannot be positively known, and the reserve of Scripture is as sure a mark of inspiration as its revelations. Paul's particular "thorn" is not described that his consolations may avail for all to who any thorn is given. 

12:9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

perfect in 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

12:21  And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed. 

sinned 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

13 Chapter 13 

13:9  For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: and this also we wish, even your perfection. 

perfection 

Perfecting. (See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

13:11  Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 

perfect 

Perfected. Cf. (See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

